Serial No.: 10/054,203 

Amendment in Response to 
Office Action dated May 12, 2004 

In the Claims: 

Please amend Claims 10, 11, 22, 23 and 36 as shown below. 

1 . (Original) A reclosable fastener for resealably closing a bag with opposing wall 
panels, each wall panel having an inner surface, the fastener adapted to be affixed to the upper 
portions of the inner surfaces, the fastener comprising: 

a first continuous, elongated, profile strip with first and second adjacent 
hooks disposed thereon, the first hook being disposed at an end of the profile strip 
and the second hook being located proximal to the first hook; 

a second continuous, elongated, profile strip with first and second adjacent 
hooks disposed thereon, the first hook being disposed at an end of the profile strip 
and the second hook is located proximal to the first hook; and 

a plurality of continuous recesses disposed along the length of each of the 
first and second profile strips, at least one of the recesses being dimensioned to 
resealably mate with one of the first or second hooks on the opposing strip 
forming an airtight and watertight seal and at least one continuous recess on each 
of the first and second profile strip being dimensioned not to mate with the hooks. 

2. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 1, wherein said first and second 
elongated profile strips are substantially without lateral sealing flanges. 

3. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 2, wherein at least two of the 
continuous recesses are dimensioned to resealably mate with the hooks. 

4. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 3, further comprising at least one 
protuberance along a length of each of the first and second profile strip and dimensioned to fit 
securely in the continuous recess on each of the first and second profile strip not dimensioned to 
mate with the hooks. 

5. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 4, further comprising a plurality of 
ridges on a back side of each of the first and second profile strips. 

6. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 5, wherein at least one of the hooks on 
the first profile strip is located near the center of the profile strip. 
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7. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 6, wherein the hooks are substantially 
symmetrically distributed on two sides of a center axis of the profile strip. 

8. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 7, wherein the hooks are mono- 
hooked ribs of equal height. 

9. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 1, wherein a head portion with a 
cross-sectional width of 0.024 inches ± 0.0024 inches and a neck portion with a cross-sectional 
width of 0.018 ± 0.0018 inches comprise the first and second hooks on the first and second 
profile strips. 

10. (Currently Amended) The reclosable fastener of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
continuous recess on each of the first and second profile strips is formed by adjacent elongated 
members having a cross-sectional width of 0.013 inches ± 0.0013 inches. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The reclosable fastener of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a first and s e cond third and fourth recess on the first profile strip, the Sfst 
third recess being formed by the second hook and a first e longat e d protuberance 
member and configured to receive a first e longat e d third protuberance member on 
the second profile strip, and the s e cond fourth recess being formed on the first 
profile strip by the first e longat e d protuberance member and a second elongat e d 
protuberance member and configured to receive a second elongat e d fourth 
protuberance member on the second profile strip; 

a first and second fifth recess on the second profile strip, the fkst fifth 
recess being formed by the first and s e cond elongat e d m e mb e r fourth and fifth 
protuberance members on the second profile strip and configured to receive the 
first elongat e d second protuberance member on the first profile stri p, and th e 
second r e c e ss formed by the second e longat e d memb e r on the s e cond profil e strip 
and a third e longat e d m e mb e r on th e s e cond e longated profile strip and 
configur e d to r e c e iv e th e s e cond e longated m e mb e r on the first profil e strip ; 
wherein the e longat e d protuberance members on the first and second profile strips have 

cross-sectional width of 0.013 inches ± 0.0013 inches. 
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12. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 11, wherein the plurality of ridges 
have cross-sectional width of 0.019 inches ± 0.0019 inches. 

13. (Original) A plastic film bag comprising opposing wall panels, each wall panel 
comprising an inner surface and a first, second, third and fourth edge, wherein the wall panels 
are attached along the first, second and third edges, and a reclosable fastener is affixed to the 
inner surfaces at about the fourth edges of the wall panels and approximately parallel to the 
fourth edges of the wall panels, the reclosable fastener comprising: 

a first continuous, elongated, profile strip with first and second adjacent 
hooks disposed thereon, the first hook being disposed at an end of the profile strip 
and the second hook being located proximal to the first hook; and 

a second continuous, elongated, profile strip with first and second adjacent 
hooks disposed thereon, the first hook being disposed at an end of the profile strip 
and the second hook being located proximal to the first hook; and 

a plurality of continuous recesses disposed along the length of each of the 
first and second profile strips, at least one of the recesses being dimensioned to 
resealably mate with one of the first or second hooks on the opposing strip 
forming an airtight and watertight seal and at least one continuous recess on each 
of the first and second profile strip being dimensioned not to mate with the hooks. 

14. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 13, wherein said first and second 
elongated profile strips are substantially without lateral sealing flanges. 

15. (Original) The plastic film bag of claim 14, wherein at least two of the 
continuous recesses on the reclosable fastener are dimensioned to resealably mate with the 
hooks. 

16. (Original) The plastic film bag of claim 15, wherein the reclosable fastener 
further comprises at least one protuberance along a length of each of the first and second profile 
strip and dimensioned to fit securely in the continuous recess on each of the first and second 
profile strip not dimensioned to mate with the hooks. 

17. (Original) The plastic film bag of claim 16, wherein the reclosable fastener 
further comprises a plurality of ridges on a back side of each of the first and second profile strips. 
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18. (Original) The plastic film bag of claim 17, wherein at least one of the hooks on 
the first profile strip is located near the center of the profile strip. 

19. (Original) The plastic film bag of claim 18, wherein the hooks are substantially 
symmetrically distributed on two sides of a center axis of the profile strip. 

20. (Original) The plastic film bag of claim 19, wherein the hooks are mono-hooked 
ribs of equal height. 

21. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 15, wherein a head portion with a 
cross-sectional width of 0.024 inches ± 0.0024 inches and a neck portion with a cross-sectional 
width of 0.018 ± 0.0018 inches comprise the first and second hooks on the first and second 
profile strips. 

22. (Currently Amended) The reclosable fastener of claim 15, wherein the at least 
one continuous recess on each of the first and second profile strip is formed by adjacent 
elongated members having a cross-sectional width of 0.013 inches± 0.0013 inches. 

23. (Currently Amended) The reclosable fastener of claim 15 further comprising: 

a first and second third and fourth recess on the first profile strip, the fifst third 
recess being formed by the second hook and a first e longated protuberance member and 
configured to receive a first e longat e d third protuberance member on the second profile 
strip, and the s e cond fourth recess being formed on the first profile strip by the first 
e longat e d protuberance member and a second e longat e d protuberance member and 
configured to receive a s e cond e longat e d fourth protuberance member on the second 
profile strip; 

a first and second fifth recess on the second profile strip, the fifst fifth recess 
x being formed by the first and second e longat e d m e mb e r fourth and fifth protuberance 
members on the second profile strip and configured to receive the first elongat e d second 
protuberance member on the first profile strip , and the s e cond r e c e ss formed b y-4he 
second elongated member on th e s e cond profil e strip and a third e longat e d memb e r on 
th e s e cond e longat e d profile strip and configur e d to r e c e iv e th e second elongated m e mber 
on th e first profil e strip ; 

wherein the e longat e d protuberance members on the first and second profile strips have 
cross-sectional width of 0.013 inches ± 0.0013 inches. 
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24. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 23, wherein said first and second 
elongated profile strips are substantially without lateral sealing flanges. 

25. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 17, wherein the plurality of ridges 
have cross-sectional width of 0.019 inches ± 0.0019 inches. 

26. (Original) A reclosable strip fastener comprising: 

a first continuous, elongated, profile strip with first and second adjacent hooks 
disposed thereon, the first hook being disposed at an end of the profile strip and the 
second hook being located proximal to the first hook; and 

a second continuous, elongated, profile strip with first and second adjacent hooks 
disposed thereon, the first hook being disposed at an end of the profile strip and the 
second hook is located proximal to the first hook; 

a plurality of continuous recesses disposed along the length of each of the first 
and second profile strip, at least one of the recesses being dimensioned to resealably mate 
with one of the first or second hooks on the opposing strip forming an airtight and 
watertight seal and at least one continuous recess on each of the first and second profile 
strip being dimensioned not to mate with the hooks. 

27. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 26, wherein said first and second 
elongated profile strips are substantially without lateral sealing flanges. 

28. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 27, wherein at least two of the 
continuous recesses are dimensioned to resealably mate with the hooks. 

29. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 28, further comprising at least one 
protuberance along a length of each of the first and second profile strip and dimensioned to fit 
securely in the continuous recess on each of the first and second profile strip not dimensioned to 
mate with the hooks. 

30. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 29, further comprising a plurality of 
ridges on a back side of each of the first and second profile strips. 

31. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 30, wherein at least one of the hooks 
on the first profile strip is located near the center of the profile strip. 

32. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 31, wherein the hooks are 
substantially symmetrically distributed on two sides of a center axis of the profile strip. 
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33. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 32, wherein the hooks are mono- 
hooked ribs of equal height. 

34. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 26, wherein a head portion with a 
cross-sectional width of 0.024 inches ± 0.0024 inches and a neck portion with a cross-sectional 
width of 0.018 ± 0.0018 inches comprise the first and second hooks on the first and second 
profile strips. 

35. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 26, wherein the at least one 
continuous recess on each of the first and second profile strip is formed by adjacent elongated 
members having a cross-sectional width of 0.013 inches ± 0.0013 inches. 

36. (Currently Amended) The reclosable fastener of claim 26, further comprising: 

a first and s e cond third and fourth recess on the first profile strip, the fitst third 
recess being formed by the second hook and a first elongated protuberance member and 
configured to receive a first elongat e d third protuberance member on the second profile 
strip, and the s e cond fourth recess being formed on the first profile strip by the first 
e longat e d protuberance member and a second e longat e d protuberance member and 
configured to receive a second e longat e d fourth protuberance member on the second 
profile strip; 

a first and s e cond fifth recess on the second profile strip, the fifst fifth recess 
being formed by the first and second e longat e d m e mb e r fourth and fifth protuberance 
members on the second profile strip and configured to receive the first e longat e d second 
protuberance member on the first profile strip , and the s e cond r e c e ss formed by the 
second e longat e d m e mber on th e second profil e strip and a third e longated m e mb e r on 
the s e cond e longat e d profil e strip and configured to r e c e iv e th e s e cond e longat e d m e mb e r 
on the first profil e strip ; 

wherein the elongated protuberance members on the first and second profile strips have 
cross-sectional width of 0.013 inches ± 0.0013 inches. 

37. (Original) The reclosable fastener of claim 30, wherein the plurality of ridges 
have cross-sectional width of 0.0 1 9 inches ± 0.00 1 9 inches. 
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38. (Original) A reclosable fastener for resealably closing a bag with opposing wall 
panels, each wall panel having an inner surface, the fastener adapted to be affixed to the upper 
portions of the inner surfaces, the fastener comprising: 

a first continuous, elongated, profile strip and a second, continuous elongated profile 

strip, each profile strip comprising a first hook having a half arrowhead-shaped tip, a concave 
tail, and a generally upstanding neck connecting the tip and tail and configured to form an 
airtight and watertight seal with a first recess on the opposing strip comprising a first and second 
generally upstanding neck disposed on opposite ends of a base that does not extend laterally 
beyond the first and second neck elements, and the first and second profile strip being configured 
to affix to the upper portions of the inner surfaces without entrapping air between the profile and 
the wall panel. 
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